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Abstract: This study aims to determine the career path of employed persons with
disabilities. Itdeals with the transition of PWD after secondary education and
presents the problem encountered by the PWD in their employment. Purposive
sampling was utilized to obtain the participants in this qualitative research.
Fifteen employed PWD research participants were identified and interviewed to
determine their career path. Secondary research participants were also
identified in the National Capital Region such as SPED Teachers and SPED
Coordinators both in public and private schools, and parents with PWD
children. The purpose was to confirm the transition program in school and the
difficulties encountered by PWD. The study revealed that transitions for PWD
were chosen according to the disability. Persons with physical disabilities due to
poliomyelitis and visual impairment usually continue their studies up to the
tertiary level. They are also competitive with the regular students starting from
elementary level. They also hold higher position in the field of work they
belong.On the other hand, persons with hearing impairment engage in
vocational courses to get job training. In addition, students with Autism and
Down‟s syndrome sometimes enroll in a non-graded school to enhance their
skills. However, speech therapy is always accommodated to improve speech and
communication. In addition, parents of these PWD do not allow them to travel
alone. They should be assisted by having buddies with them all the time. Their
parents consider their submissive attitudes as making them vulnerable to abuse.
Implications and future directions are discussed.
Keywords: Persons with disability, employment, transition
reason given for not hiring persons with
disabilities was the fear of costly special facilities.
In the Philippines, one of the major
economic problems is mainly centered on
employment. Based on a report in 2010, millions
of Filipinos were either unemployed or
underemployed, Gaynor (2015). Persons with
disabilities (PWDs) are not exempted from
experiencing the economic crisis today. Despite
disabilities, many of them work based on their
specialized studies in skills areas (Philippine Star,
2014, 2006, 2013). Mori et al. (2009)surveyed in
their study that half of the PWDs in Metro Manila
had income-generating jobs.
Likewise, poverty is very much linked to
unemployment. One solution to poverty of a
family involves the work-related activity of
parents in order to sustain the needs of the entire
family. Children are sent to school or trained to
operate a business so that when they get to adult
stage, they will be able to feed themselves and
their families (Manuel, 2012).

INTRODUCTION
Employment among persons with disabilities has
been a relevant world issue especially in recent
years. The World Health Organization reported
that according to the International Labor
Organization (ILO), claims for disability benefits
are surging in industrialized countries reaching up
to 600 per cent, Kraus (2015). Governments,
companies, and unions are encouraged to search
for ways to get disabled people back to work. In
the case of unemployed persons with disabilities,
two thirds of them would like to work but they
could not find a job. Furthermore, in the United
States where Special Education has been well
established, a 2004 survey found that only 35 per
cent of working-age persons with disabilities
were in fact working, compared to the 78 per cent
of those with disabilities. One third of the
employees surveyed said that persons with
disabilities could not effectively perform the
required job tasks. The second most common
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The first goal of United Nation’s reduces
poverty and enhance work and employment
prospects ESCA (2012) states that PWD
experience significant labor market disadvantage,
have less economic participation and hence are
disproportionately poorer than persons without
disabilities. To have a decent job, education,
training and support will lift PWD and their
families out of poverty and will contribute to the
achievement of inclusive growth and sustainable
development.
Persons with disability should be treated
fairly in the society. In view of this, the
Commissioner on Human Rights of the
Philippines Maria Asuncion I. Mariano-Maravilla
(2014) signed an advisory in relation to humanbased approach in celebration of the 36 th National
Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week.
The human rights-based approach to disability
states that the commission seeks to ensure that the
dignity, human rights, and the freedom of all
persons, including persons with disabilities, are
always respected, promoted, and protected in a
rights-based approach since PWDs have the same
human rights as others do and therefore, must be
able to enjoy them on an equal basis with others.
A child with disability undergoes
trainings from home to school. These trainings
include home living, academic and social
activities. Work and job opportunities are
provided to a child after secondary education. A
person with disability, when normalized,
performs as what others without (Dizon, 2002;
Salamanca, 1999). With the proper skills training,
a person with disability possibly can work. To
achieve successful employment performance
among persons with disability, a transition should
be provided for them. Families with a child with
disability try their best to help him/her live a
normal life.
Parents of students with disabilities look
forward to a good future for their children. That’s
why during their basic education they see to it
that their children are provided with an
assessment, therapist, shadow teacher, and a
special education teacher.
After his child
graduates from high school, a parent may ask
himself about the future of his child. This is
where a parent’s decision comes in with regard to
the choice of career for his/her child’s adult life.
A crisis among PWDs arises when situation
comes when PWDs enter college because of
parent’s intention though they don’t have the
capacity to pursue such track. After graduation,
one ends up to be idle in the house and not able to
function well. These PWDs can enrol in TESDA
instead and their skills and interests are the basis
in the choice of their course so that they become
more productive in career. Eventually, as they
grow older, they also want to work just like

anyone around. The parents’ responsibility is to
find proper employment for them. At the same
time parents also get older and leave their child
alone when they die. Through trainings and
employment, PWDs become stable in their jobs
and independent as they live in the community
(Aguilar, 2007; Cioco, 2007).
Employment comes after a person
finishes education. One is determined and
expected to be employed when he/she is at the
right age. As early as 14 years old in developing
countries, an individual can be admitted to
employment based on the ILO Convention No.
138. (http://www.ble.dole.gov.ph). An individual
is expected to have a career in order to sustain
his/her livelihood. In pursuance of education
after secondary, transition or the post-secondary
education assists youth with special needs to
achieve career destination (Halpen, 1985, 1993;
Brolin, 1989; Evers, 2013). Beforehand, an
assessment should be provided for proper
guidance and implementation. Although youth
with disabilities do less in mental or physical
faculties, through transition services these
employed youth become capable to themselves,
with respect to others, and to the community
(Monahan, 2003; Roessler, Hennessey,Hogan,
Savickas, 2009).
The aim of the present study is to
determine the career path of persons with
disabilities towards employment.Specifically, the
following research questions are addressed:
(1)What are the transition services available to
persons with disabilities (PWDs) towards
employment in the following areas: (1.1) further
schooling,
(1.2)
job
training,and
(1.3)
employment? (2) How do families and schools
participate in the planning and implementation of
the career path of youth with disabilities? (3)
What jobs are the persons with disabilities
employed in and what is the nature of their jobs?
(4) To which factors do parents attribute the
employment of their children with disabilities?
(5) How do youth with disabilities face the
challenges to transition? (6) What transition
program can be developed based on the results of
the study?
METHODS
Descriptive research method with multiple cases
studies through qualitative and quantitative
approaches research were utilized in this study.
The researcher analysed the data inductively. The
researcher used a one-on-one interview to gather
data. The researcher conducted case studies and
analyzed the commonalities of each case’s
answers in relation to the problem. Fraenkel,
Wallen and Hyun (2012); Arthur et al (2012).
Purposive sampling was utilized to obtain the
participants of this research. Nominations were
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requested from the agencies and institutions.
Fifteen employed persons with disabilities in the
National Capital Region were involved in this
study. Nine were males while six were females.
The identified disabilities of participants were:
physical disabilities due to poliomyelitis (4),
orthopaedic disability (1), spinal cord injury,
autism (1), visually impaired (2), hearing
impaired (3) and down syndrome (2). The main
criteria for the selection of the primary research
participant were that he should be an employed
PWD to determine the career path. In gathering
the initial data, the researcher wrote a requesting
permission letter to the institutions and centers
that employ PWD. Through these institutions the
researcher was provided enough participants for
this study. The selected institutions that helped
the researcher in interviewing the employed PWD
were:a café that trains with autism and down
syndrome as crew, a toothpaste and personal care
product manufacturer employing persons with
hearing impairments,a private agency that
delivers education services for children and
people with visual impairments, arehabilitation
and skills training center for persons with
physical disabilities, a government agency that
formulate policies and coordinate the activities of
all public and private agencies, a pharmaceutical
company that hires a regular employee with
autism and a pioneering SPED school that offers
apprenticeship for students with special needs.
Secondary research participants were
also identified at the National Capital Region
which includes employed PWD, SPED Teachers,
SPED Coordinators, and parents with PWD
children. The purpose was to confirm the
transition program in school and the difficulty
encountered by PWD. To conduct interview from
public schools, the researcher requested
permission
through
letters
from
the
superintendents of the divisions in Manila and
Quezon City.
In the conduct of FGD, the researcher
was able to form three groups namely: a) PWD,
b) Parents, and c) Teachers. Two groups were
conducted for FGD PWD. One was held at the
National Council for Disability Affairs (NCDA)
Library and the other one at the government high
school institution. The researcher wrote a letter to
the Executive Director of NCDA asking
permission to conduct FGD in their department.
Four employees attended. One had hearing
impairment, another one had orthopedic disability
and two with physical disabilities due to
poliomyelitis. At the government high school
institution six attended. Five of them had hearing
impairment and one with behavioral problem.
Attendees were all alumni of this school.
For Parents FGD, the researcher
consulted a university Special Education

departmentoffice and the university Technical
Education and Skills Development Center
(TESDC). The researcher got the records of the
PWD high school graduates who took short
courses such as culinary, baking, and automotive.
The researcher also got the names of their parents
and their telephone numbers. Out of 21, five
parents responded and attended the FGD. The
discussion was held at the university Special
Education department office.
For Teachers FGD, the researcher wrote
a letter to the superintendents of the Manila
Division Office and Quezon City Division Office.
After three days the letters were approved and
right after the approval on the same day, the
researcher proceeded to the Principal’s Offices of
two public high schools in Manila to submit the
approved letter. Since the principals were not
around, the researcher left the letters. Eleven
teachers attended. Another day was set to see the
Principals of two public high schools in Quezon
City. The Principals were present and approved
the requests immediately. After the approval of
the Principal, the secretary of one public high
school in Quezon City escorted the researcher to
the other building to meet the SPED Coordinator.
The SPED Coordinator set a schedule of FGD.
Five teachers attended. At the other public high
school in Quezon City, the officer in charge of the
day endorsed the researcher to the SPED
Coordinator to set the schedule for FGD. During
FGD, two teachers attended. The FGDs of four
schools were held in their respective schools due
to the policy of the DepEd that there should be no
disruption of classes. The FGD was held during
the mid-shift of the morning and afternoon
teachers. In one private and pioneering SPED in
Quezon City,two teachers attended in FGD.
Seven SPED Coordinators were interviewed from
7 different schools in Manila and Quezon City.
INSTRUMENTS
Interview Guide.Two interview guides were used:
one for employed person with disability and
another one for SPED Coordinator. One interview
guide for parents was used as support for the
interview for employed person with autism. The
researcher improvised a cardboard chart which
was cut according to items to be more
comfortable in asking question during the
interview.The questions asked in the interviews
for PWD and for focus group discussion for
PWD, parents, school administrator, and teachers
were related to the problem of the study which
was the basis of determining the career path of the
persons with disabilities.After the construction of
the interview guide, a trial was tested to at least
one employed person with disability and one
school administrator in one university who were
not included in the study to check the content
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Qualitative data obtained from the participants’
interviews, observations, and focus group
discussions were analysedthrough coding to form
a concept (Strauss and Corbin, 1998).Codes were
categorized and analysed thematically (Glaser and
Strauss, 1985; Miles and Huberman, 1984). After
an interview with PWD and FGD with parents,
SPED teachers and SPED coordinators, the
researcher transcribed the video recorded
interviews manually. Their answers were
arranged according to the statement of the
problems in the study. The researcher identified
the themes and created codes. Subcodes were also
produced until they were finalized to combine
related codes. The codes were tabulated according
to the frequency of responses. The tabulated
responses were ranked from highest to the lowest.
Each table of ranked codes was interpreted.

validity and face validity. Since the questions
were very simple there was no revision made but
they suggested that if the respondent would have
difficulty in answering, the researcher would
translate it to Filipino. This was possible because
the researcher was the only interviewer.One copy
of each questionnaire for PWD, parent, and
school administrator constructed by the researcher
was used while conducting an interview with the
participants. While the researcher asked
questions, the answers were recorded through a
video recorder. The researcher held three sets of
questionnaire that each questionnaire’s item was
pasted in a cardboard and was used in a one-onone interview with the respondent while the video
camera on the tripod was set to play. The
interview lasted for one hour. Then, the recorded
interviews were transcribed by the researcher.
Interviews. Interview protocol was
observed before the interview was administered.
Before the conduct of interviews, the researcher
set the schedule through telephone calls and
personal visit to the workplace. Then, the
researcher went back to the workplace to conduct
the actual interview. The answers to the questions
were recorded by the researcher using a video
recorder. During the interview, the researcher
used probing strategy to clarify any questions that
were obscure. The researcher also asked the
participant to expand the answers that were
particularly important or revealing. For interview
with hearing impairment participants, the
researcher requested an interpreter to translate the
question and answer through sign language. The
completion of the interview took three months.
The researcher accomplished one interview in a
day due to distance and traffic problems on the
road. Furthermore, the researcher established a
comfortable rapport with participants so that the
respondents answered as exhaustively as they
could.Semi-structured interview protocol uses
“probes” throughout the interview to draw out the
participant. In the interviews, behaviors of the
employed persons with disabilities were observed
in their workplaces.
Focus group discussion.The researcher conducted
three focus group discussions from among
employed PWD, teachers in high school and
parents with children with PWD. The topic
focused on the career path of persons with
disabilities. An FGD Protocol was prepared
before the scheduled date and time. The protocol
was divided into three phases: before, during, and
after. These phases guided the researcher to
conduct the FGD properly. There were five
questions prepared which yielded the research’s
statement of the problem.

RESULTS
Transition Services.Transitions of PWD were
chosen according to their disabilities. Based on a
transition framework three options one PWD can
take: (1) further schooling, (2) job training, and
(3) job employment (Dizon, 2012). Persons with
physical disabilities due to poliomyelitis and
visually impaired usually continue their studies
up to tertiary level. They were also competitive
with the regular students starting from elementary
level. They also held higher position in the field
of work for which they belonged.However, due to
financial constraints, they can approach
government assistance and scholarship grants.
Ramps and elevators for wheelchaired persons are
better be provided in schools and workplaces for
accessibility. Persons with hearing impairment
engaged in vocational courses to get job training
after taking the 2-year course, to be qualified for
work.
During their secondary level, they
connected to each other and found work together.
They were influential to one another aside from
getting assistance from their teachers. These
students need more interpreters in classrooms and
in workplaces. In addition, students with autism
and down syndrome sometimes enrolled in a nongraded school to enhance their skills. Speech
therapy was always accommodated to improve
speech and communication. However, parents of
these PWD did not allow them to travel alone.
They should be assisted by having buddies with
them all the time. As parents confirmed about
their being submissive and tended them to be
abused,they usually made and created jobs for
them. It could be from their own family business
or from the disability organization to which they
belonged. Through the organization, PWD
extended their connection all over the world. Due
to this disability, enrolling to a non-graded school
could be combined with job training to develop
communication and social skills. Their working

DATA ANALYSIS
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age sometimes, were not at par with their mental
age. On the other hand, persons with orthopedic
disability and hearing impairment got employed
right after secondary. Their main reasons were
economic, and they wanted to help their parents
and their family.Moreover, parents were the first
ones to be involved in the planning and
implementation of PWD career path.
Families and School Participation: In
school, the SPED teachers were the foremost to
plan and suggest to parents what career should the
PWD have. Teachers connected to other
government and non-government agencies so that
employment would be delivered to PWD. Most
of the transition programs were based on the TLE
and K-12 curriculum. Livelihood program
provided by non-government was catered in the
school for six months summer time. Teachers
who handled students with hearing impairment
served as interpreters in applying job due to
scarcity of interpreters in business companies.
Teachers also tied-up and linked with other
school and university that provided scholarship
particularly with hearing impairment. Teachers
suggested to parents the course to be taken up by
their children. In the beginning of the school year,
as early as Grade-7, teachers oriented and
developed their students’ skills to prepare them in
work. Teachers oriented the parents that their
child should become independent and mature
while in the school.
PWD Employment: PWD could do any
jobs as long as they coordinated with their
interest, abilities, capabilities, disability, and
availability of opportunities. For persons with
hearing impairment who engaged mostly in
vocational courses, they worked as computer
graphics, cook, baker, machine operator,
packaging, teacher, bar tender, and utilities. They
were honest in terms of responsibilities at work.
They started their work on time and finished it on
time. They were also focused during the whole
period of their work.Persons with poliomyelitis,
orthopedic disability, and were visually impaired
worked as high as an executive officer, teacher,
government officer-in-charge, and manager.
Moreover, person with spinal cord injury could be
a welder for customized wheel chairs.
Furthermore, persons with autism and Down
Syndrome worked based on their skills and
talents like painting, baking, cooking, and crew at
cafe. Parents usually stay behind their job because
their parents were the ones who found and created
jobs for them.
Parent‟s
Attribution
to
PWD
Employment: The parents’ decision on the PWD
rested on the assessment by a medical doctor,
psychoeducational diagnostician, or clinical eye
of the parent. The disability, interest, capability,
job opportunity were considered in the

employment. Based on the disability, VI, HI,
Physical and Orthopedic disability could proceed
to tertiary level. They could study further after
secondary. Those with Autism and Down
Syndrome may develop skills and talents and
proceed to work. With learning disability, PWD
could do household chores. All of PWD were
considered based on their talents and interest
whether they were good at painting, dancing,
speaking, leading, cooking, filing, and teaching.
Persons with physical disabilities mostly
possessed a normal brain so they could meet the
mental requirement of a regular with neurotypical
individual. Other disability like autism could be
classified as functional, high functional, low,
moderate low. Those with Learning Disability
and Down Syndrome had the lower ability. They
were provided speech therapists and job
coaches.Job opportunity for persons with autism
is based on their skills.
PWD Facing the Challenges: To face
the challenges of PWD to transition, PWD,
parents, and teachers mentioned the difficulties
they experienced in their secondary education and
in their workplaces.
Financial Problem: PWD with physical
disabilities due to poliomyelitis experienced lack
of books and transportation allowance in her
college studies and travelled along the highway
using her wheelchair everyday for two years.
Another with physical disability should engage in
any kind of work to earn a living while
studying.Families with low income resources
limited PWD to be enrolled to school for further
schooling. Even if they had the potential to
perform as regular student, economic constraints
hindered them from schooling. Provisions of
services and accommodations are necessary to
achieve ones goal. Parents with low generating
income were instructed by teachers to approach
NGOs, politicians, school alumni organization
and government organization to avail themselves
with scholarship grants.
Emotional Disturbance: Family and
financial problems were experienced by person
who could not walk because of spinal injury. He
stayed in a dormitory to continue his living while
riding in a wheelchair and worked tocustomize
wheelchair.
Lack of Interpreter: Communication
barriers happened between HI and other people
around them.HI applicants who did not have
interpreters in the company approached
theirteachers who knew sign language but
sometimes could not help due to school
obligations.However, licensed interpreters for
hearing impairment were few and costly that HI
could hardly afford. Moreover, companies did not
provide for one applicant because it could mean
paying another employee. Nonetheless even at
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home, parents did not know how to use sign
language for their child with hearing impairment.
Because of lack of interpreter, an applicant would
not be hired for work due to communication
barrier.HI students were observed by their
teachers to be low in comprehension due to their
impairment. In addition, Lack of Communication
is evident tothose with Down Syndrome who
were non-verbal and had very limited
comprehension. They could be less understood by
those who are non-PWD.
Security: Persons with Autism and with
Down Syndrome could not be allowed to travel
alone.
Parents were always on their side
wherever they went.Persons with Autism whether
male or female had the tendency to be abused the
reason why parents tend to be always on guard.
Employment: Persons with hearing
impairment with different employment such as
cook, bar tender, baker, graphic artist, product
packager, and food delivery crew experienced
difficulty in their work. They found out that it
was harder to prepare food stuffs before cooking,
produce and create stacks for cakes.They were
under pressure in preparation for events, lacked
focus and had difficulty in writing delivery items.
Meanwhile, persons with physical disabilities due
to
poliomyelitis
experienced
bullying,
inaccessibility
in
her
workplaces
and
transportation. For parents,
job
opportunity for persons with Autism had no
assurance of getting a job as non-PWD
experienced
underemployment
and
unemployment.
Rejection:
Family,
teacher,
and
community rejection was experienced by PWD.
Until now, other parents are still on the denial of
having a child with disability. For many years, the
child had been enrolled in regular class to realize
later on that he/she is already an adult. She was
enrolled in high school due to age requirement
but the mental ability and skills like
communication, comprehension, motor, and
social were not developed well which should start
at their early years. Other parents enrolled their
child to school for the purpose of avoiding
responsibilities. They enrolled at Grades 7 to 10
with no appearance and collaboration with the
teachers in school.On the other hand, the
community rejected in a way that PWD were not
accepted in the companies they applied for work
especially for HI because of no available
interpreter and lack of competency. Teachers
from the regular classes rejected students with
disabilities by verbally telling the SPED teachers
to let their PWD students stay in the resource
room. There was no collaboration applied
between the SPED teachers and the regular
teacher. Regular teachers showed discontentment
and were unloving to PWD. In addition, limited

companies
accept
PWD
workers.Theimplementation of the Senate bill to
have at least 5% disable in companies passed in
the senate bill was requiring companies to have at
least 5% disable to work in companies was not
complied. Therefore, PWD were left behind to
enjoy the right to work and participatein the
community’s economic adherence.
Bullying:
PWD
students
were
discriminated and not accepted by non-SPED
teachers. Teachers were observed of not accepting
the good side of SPED students and were not
given extra care for them.Employersreject PWD
especially those with hearing impairment by not
informing accurately about their salary. The nonPWD received higher wage than a PWD. Since
the PWD could not defend much of himself the
management and co-workers took advantage of
them. Though HI communicated well through
sign language, still he could not be understood
because the other side didn’t know how to
understand sign language. Co-workers bullied the
HI co-employee by making faces or tag names.
Adjustment to Environment: Persons
with Autism had difficulty to change in the
environment. They were characterized to be very
structured.
Unavailability of School: Some schools
did not offer courses to the PWD who will bw
enrolling in the collegiate level.Due to lack of
facilities and trained SPED faculty for SPED
students in college,this resulted SPED students to
enroll the course they didn’t prioritize.
CONCLUSION
In this study, the transition services of PWD in
school are based on the Technology and
Livelihood Education subjects and K-12 tracks.
To achieve successful transition goalfor PWD,
teacher collaborates with the parents and vice
versa. For employment, PWD can work variedly
as persons with hearing impairment usually can
work on manipulative jobs such as baker, bar
tender, computer graphic artist, cook, delivery
crew and product packager. Persons with visual
impairment can hold a high ranking position in
their workplaces. Meanwhile, persons with
Autism and Down syndrome can be successful in
their chosen work based on their talents and
interests. Parents’ assistance is more advisable.
Parents attribute the employment of their children
to their interest and the degree of disability.
Youth with disabilities seek accommodation to
help them overcome their challenges. Situational
analysis is imperative in formulating and
conducting any program or project.
IMPLICATIONS
Based on the barriers mentioned above, PWD
faced their challenges and gave solutions to their
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problems as mentioned in the interviews and
FGDs with PWD, parents and teachers.To face
challenges among PWD with various disabilities,
one must learn to be humble despite the different
difficulties he/she experienced with people
around her. For her, doing what is right is the best
thing to possess. It is also important to know how
to deal with other people for PWD who work in
an office. Decision making skills are developed
through collaboration with other employees.
Someone should be independent in his studies to
achieve his good future. Another with physical
disability due to poliomyelitis became confident
through the help of her siblings at home.
Socialization that started early during elementary
days for a visually impaired help him to become
competent as an individual. The challenge for a
visually impaired to live and study in other
country proved her that she conquered her
difficulties and limitations. Following the
instructions from teachers and coaches improved
to develop skills needed to live normally in a
mainstreamed society.
For employed PWD, a good attitude
towards work and good relationship with coworkers must be possessed to survive and stay
longer in their chosen field of work. Trainings,
constant practice and collaboration with manager
develop one to become an effective worker.To be
assertiveness,PWD can approach confidently
what he/she need in the workplace or outside
while traveling. Other people will understand
more what assistance they can offer.
Parents having children with disabilities
need to be involved in different support groups.
Organization for disabilities lessens the burden
among parents who experienced difficulty in
handling their children with disabilities. Parents
with the same situation could share feelings and
experiences to lighten their load.Familysupport
withinfamily members becomes stronger in caring
and sharing for everyone’s needs. Furthermore,
community support enablesamong neighboring
families ease one’s family with a daughter with
disability. They can be a protector in times of
needs.
Teacher assists by being an interpreter
for HI who applies for work. The teacher gives
referral to agencies where PWD can get
assistance for work and other livelihood purposes.
Teacher also gives advices to prepare them in
college education. Other teacher trains them to
engage in business.Teacher suggests that HI
should increase vocabulary and develop grammar
syntax.It will be more advantageous in applying
for a job in case there is no interpreter to assist
him/her. Employer will understand more and
communication will not be a barrier any more
between them.Teacher’s acceptance to PWD in
the classroom must be imposed. They are the ones

who can help well while they are in school.
Teacher in school has a great influence to the
students to be engaged in business by selling
products to parents with business establishments.
The connection of teacher and business-oriented
parents paved the way to develop socialization
and to get interested in earning a living.
After secondary education, teacher
searched for school that their students could
enroll. They made sure of the availability of
courses being offered for their PWD
students.SPED teachers promoted a zero rejection
in school. Nonetheless, these teachers preferred
the PWD students to enroll in college where
facilities and trained faculty members were
present.To be guided constantly, the school
administration advised their student to enroll in
college preferably with SPED program to have a
continuous SPED services and support.With the
school full support to their PWD student in sports
and academic activities, they became medalists in
contests nationwide or worldwide.
Given that prevalent problems are still
experienced by PWD in school and workplaces,
the study recommends that the Department of
Education, Commission on Higher Education,
and Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority to finalize their draft of transition
program to be implemented in all public and
private institution. Disseminate an order on the
procedure of transition program in order to have a
unified implementation. All PWD will benefit
from all over the country and no one will be left
behind especially in developing skills for
employment purposes and sustaining adult life.
Business sector must practice the law provided by
the government for PWD. Encourage and
welcome applicants to create more jobs for PWD.
Orient regular employees to gain knowledge
about different disabilities through seminars and
meeting. PWD must develop and maintain selfadvocacy and self-determination skills in
secondary education to survive in the adult life.
Talents and interests should be more enhanced
through trainings and schooling. Finish education
as much as possible with the abilities and
capabilities possessed. Socialization with peers in
school with non PWD starting from the basic
education and collaboration with co-workers of
adult PWD in their workplaces developed
independence and self-confidence. To be
employed among PWD develops the attitude of
patience,
diligence,
assertiveness,
collaborativeness and strong decision making.
Parents must continue on collaborating with
teachers, centers, and other institutions for the
child’s developing needs. It is important to know
the disability, interest, ability, capability of the
child and engage in organizations that will
support both parent’s and children’s needs.
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Encourage siblings to introduce their PWD
children to their friends and other institution for
work. Provide responsibilities at home like
cooking, car washing, and other household
chores. Introduce to the community for assistance
and moral support. Regular and SPED teachers
must accept students in the classroom whatever
disability they do have and provide their needs.
Encourage the regular students to collaborate with
students with disabilities by providing classroom
activities that will engage both by regular students
and PWD. This will avoid first and foremost the
barriers between them by learning each other’s
experiences. Assist as interpreter for HI in
applying jobs. Look for linkages that will tie-up
with school for livelihood programs.Train
students to entrepreneurial activities in school.
Introduce to barangay officials for safety and
security around the school.Train students with
Autism to be familiarized with places that could
help them in the adjustment to environment.
School
Administration
must
provide
accommodation and auxillary services for PWD
like speech therapy so that child with special
needs whose parents have low income can
benefit. Prepare and provide concrete transition
program to give direction for PWD at postsecondary education. Conduct seminars and
symposia for non-SPED teachers to orient them
in handling and accepting PWD students in their
school. Set programs and activities involving
parents for more collaboration. Future
Researchers must conduct more researches on this
study to update and improve the needs of PWD
for their career path thereby preparing themselves
in their adulthood.

Blanca, A. (2009). Correlates of work adjustment
among employment adults with auditory and
visual
Impairments,University
of
the
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.

REFERENCES
Aguilar, E. (2007). Vocational training in soyabased food production for person with mental
retardation,
University
of
the
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.

Corbin, J. and Strauss, A. (2008).Basics of
qualitative research: Techniques and procedures
for
developing grounded theory [3rdedn].
Los Angeles: Sage.

Allen, J. (2007). Career education for special
education, Counselling,
Psychotherapy, and
Health.
Arthur, J., Waring, M., Coe, R. & Hedges L.
(2012). Research methods and methologies in
education,
Sage.

Cruz, M. (2014).Persons with disabilities to get
VAT-free privileges Manila, Standard Today, p.
A4.

Brolin, (1989).Life Centered career Education: A
competency based approach [3rd rev.], Reston,
VA:
The Council for Exceptional Children
Retrieved from: Transition Books.
Pdf.https://www.wed.auburn.edu/institut
e/multimedia/al_transition/08_Publicatio
n/05_Literature_Refs
Casale-Giannol, D. (2011). Inclusion in CTEwhat works and what
needs fixing’. Ech
Directions,
70(10), 21-23.
Catacutan, C. (2005). Doc is Asia‟s First blind
transcriptionist, Manila Bulletin, p. C-5.
Cioco, S. (2007).Entrepreneurship on parfum
making for out-ofschool youth (SPED),
University of the
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.
Evers, T. (2013).Community-based transition
options (CBTO) for 18-21 year old students with
disabilities:
A
framework
for
discovery.Wisconsin Department of
Instruction.http://sped.dp.wi.gov
Contreras, V. (2006).Blind techies study musical
transcription, Philippine Daily Inquirer p. A8.

Dizon, E. (2002). Inclusive education: Educating
the child with special educational needs in the
regular
school: Current perspectives, support
services and best practices.UP Special
Education and Childfind Therapy.

Binkley, K.E. (1997). The importance of social
skills to the employability of male vocational
students
with and without
mild disabilities,
Dissertation, Indiana University of
Pennsylvania.Retrieved
from:
files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ854899.pdf.

Dizon, E. (2012). Project look ahead. University
of the Philippines Special Education and
Childfind
Therapy Center.

103

SEAMEO SEN ICSE 2017

Eisenhardt, K. (1989). Academy of management
review.Vol. 14, No. 4, 532-550.

agriculture
teachers.Journal
Agricultural Education, 47 (4) 39-52.

of

Fraenkel, J., Wallen, N., and Hyun, H.
(2012).How to design and evaluate research in
education,
McGrawHill.

IDEA.(1990). Education for all handicapped
children Act of 1975.
ILO. (2001). Guidelines on occupational safety
and health management systems, International
Labor
Office. Geneva. Retrieved from:
wcms_107727.pdf.

Garcia, A. (2012). Technology leads the blind,
Manila Bulletin page I-1.
Galser, B., & Strauss A. (1967).The discovery of
grounded theory:
Strategies of qualitative
research.

Javier, R. et al. (2014). From exceptionality to
exceptional: Inclusive of differently abled persons
in the
workplace, DLSU Publishing House.

Gaynor, B. (2015)All about the economic
problems of the Philippines Retrieved on October
29, 2015
from: http://www.buzzle.com.

Kohler, P. (2002). Transition taxonomy organizes
secondary
education in to five areas. CEC
Newsline,
9(4), 10.

Granali, R. (2015). College is the time to break
barriers for PWDs Philippine Daily Inquirer.

Kraus, L. (2015). Disability statistics: Facts
annual report, Dunbrown, NH, University of
New
Hampshire. Retrieved on October 29,
2015 from http://www.disabled-world.com/

Getzel and Wehman. (2005). Going to college
expanding
opportunity for people with
disabilities.
Grigal and Hart. (2010). Think college
postsecondary education
option for students
with intellectual
disability.

Lawer, L., Brusilovskiy E., Salzer, M.S.,
&Mandell P.S. (2009).Use of vocational
rehabilitatie services
among adults with autism, Journal of
Autism and Development Disorders 39, 487-494.

Escandor, J. (2007). Polio cage him but not his
dream, Philippine Daily Inquirer.

Manila Bulletin, (2013).President Aquino Cites
PWD Achievers.P. 7.

Halpern, A. (1985). Transition: A look at the
foundations. Exceptional Children, 51, 471-486.

Manuel S. (2012). Parents‟ Decision-Making on
Intervention Placement of their Children with
Special
Education Needs,
University of the
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.

Halpern, A. (1993). Quality of life as a
conceptual framework for evaluating transition
outcomes.
Exceptional Children, 59,
486498.Retrieved
from:ETDD_200403v39n1,
daddeec.org/Portals/CEC/Autism_Disabi
lities/Research/Publication/Education_Tr
aining_Development.

Maravilla A. 2014. Commission on Human
Rights of the Philippines Aug 1, 2014.
Mijares, F. (2011).Career plans of mentally
superior young adults and selected indicators of
developmental provisions, University of
the Philippines, Quezon City.

Health, P. (2013).Parent-child relation context,
research, and application, Pearson
Hendricks, D. (2010). Employment and adults
with autism spectrum disorders: Challenges and
strategies
for success, IOS Press and the authors.

Miles, M. &Huberman, A.M. (1984).Qualitative
data analysis.
Beverly Hills, CA: Sage
Publications.
Monahan, Michael P. (2003). Social skills and
problem behavior assessment of general and
special
education
career
and
technical
education students, Volume 25, Number 2.

Hoerst, C., & Whittington, M. (2006).The current
status of classroom inclusion activities of
secondary

104

SEAMEO SEN ICSE 2017

planning. Paul H. Brooks Publing Co.,
Maryland.

Mori S., Reyes C. & Yamagata T. (2009). Poverty
reduction for the disabled in the Philippines
livelihood
analysis from the data of PWDs in Metro
Manila, Institute of Developing Economies.

Stern V. and
&rampways,

M.

(2002).Roadmaps

United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific. (2012). Inchen strategy to
“make the right real” for persons with
disabilities in Asia and the Pacific,
Bangkok, November 2012.

Nobutka, Kimura & Kikuchi Kazafumi. (2012).
Significance of career education in special needs
educationand
background of the
development of a “career planning matrix
(Draft)” for Children/Students with
Intellectual Disabilities NISE Bulletin Vol.
11.

Yambao, E. (2006). Transition program in
Philippine setting and expectation of parents of
students with
Down Syndrome,
University of the
Philippines, Quezon City.

Ortiz, M. (2012).Blind architect keeps building
„inclusive society‟ for PWDsPhilippine Daily

Yin, R. (1981).The case study crisis: Some
awareness. Administrative Science Quartely, 26,
56-65.

Inquirer,
p. A 25.
OSER’S
(1984).Retrieved
from:
eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED256132.pdf.

Woods

files.

Yin, R. (1984).Case study research. Beverly Hills,
CA: Sage Publication.

Penuliar, D. (2012). Readiness for and concern of
tertiary institution in the admission of students with
special educational needs University of the
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.

Yin, R. (2009).Case study research: Design and
methods (4th Ed.). Thousand Oakes. CA: Sage.
Zamora, F. (2005).Sports proves the disabled can.
Philippine Daily Inquirer.

Philippine Star. (2014). Hiring PWDs good for
business, proves sourcebook p. A-31.

Will, M. (1984). OSER‟S programming for the
transition of youth with disabilities, bridges from
school
to working life. Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services
(ED.), Washing ton D.C.

Philippine Star. (2006). Blind achiever prods
Filipino youth to study harder p. A-18.
Philippine Star, (2006).Disability should not be an
excuse for us not to survive, p. 14.
Philippine Star, (2013).PWD to open TV repair shop
p. A-29.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.(2015).
Transition Action Guide for post-school planning.
State
of
Wisconsin.Retrieved
from:http://www.dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/tran/.htm
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/transition.html

Phillips S. & Clarke A. (2010).Pathways for
students with disabilities to tertiary education and
employment project.

Wright P. (2004). The individuals with disabilities
education improvement act of 2004 overview,
explanation and comparisons.IDEA 2004
vs. IDEA 1997.Retrieved from:
www.wrightslaw.com/idea.2004.pdf.

Roessler, R., Hennessey, M., Hogan, E., &Savickas,
S. (2009). Career assessment and planning
strategiesfor postsecondary students with
disabilities, Journal of Postsecondary
Education and Disability, Vol. 21, No. 3.
Salamanca, (1999).Salamanca five years on: a
review of UNESCO activities in the light of the
Salamanca statement and framework for
action adopted at the world conference on
special needs education access and
quality.Retrieved from: 118118eo.pdf.
Santos, R. (2010). Disabled Fil-Am pilot back in RP,
Philippine Star, p. 1.
Shaw S. (2010). Preparing students with disabilities
for college success: A practical guide to transition

105

